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Haemophilus species, both encapsulated and unencapsulated strains,have re-
cently gained greater importance in clinical infections in the elderly po-
pulation, and are the second most fregeent cause of preumonia in the aged.
Lhile in the traditiomal diseases caused by Haemophilus species,the encap-
sulated Heemophilus influenzeetype b is the major pathogen, in the geria-
tric population other serotypes ad also mon encapsulated, non typable
strains are found in large nurbers. For this reason testing only for the
presence of the b capsular antigen may be insufficient.Taking advantage
of a simple isolation technique developed by us and described elswere in
this meeting, we examired 100 throat swabs from patients over 55 years of
age for the presence of Haemophilus species.Corresponding data were obtai-
red previously with the same method from a control group of 30 patients
with a median age of 19 years. With this method we found that 57% of the
elderly ad 67% of the younger patients were carriers of Haemophilus. 31%
of the aged and 40% of the younger subjects harbored Heemophilus influenzae
These values shawed ro clinically significant difference betweeen the two
age grops. It is however the aged patient in uhich organisms other then
H.influenzaetype b express a significant pathogenicity. This suggests that
host factors play a primery role in the infection.The technique utilized
in the study allows to readily isolate the offending orgenism in pure cul-
tures,uhich so can be subjected to standard antibiotic sensitivity tests.
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