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The spread of Human Papjlloma Virus (HPV) ‘and the ‘pre-
sence of Carcinoembryogenic fintigen (CEA) ‘in Lower Female
Genitary (LFG) condylomata have been assessed. Spread of
HPV infection has been studied in 35 cases showing in col-
poscopy flat condylomata of the cervix and an apparently
normal vaginma and vaginal introitus. Biopsies were taken
from these sites and routine histology confirmed the col-
poscopic diagnosies and absence of any dysplasia. Immuno-
histochemistry showed a 66% positivity to HPV antigenes in
the condylomata,associated with a 37% and 23% positivity
in the middle vagina and introitus. HPVY infections appears
to be more diffuse than the clinical manifestation may in-
duce to believe. Ample destructive procedures of cervical
condylomata do not appear to have a morphological justifi-
cation. Recurrence of condylomata seems to be related pri-
maryly to the occult infection. A separate group of 19 wo-
men with cervical condylomata, associated with vaginal and
vulvar condylomata was immunohistochemically studied for
CEA expression.Cervical condylomata unassociated with dys-
plasias showed a 7% positivity to the CEA, while vaginal
and vulvar condylomta were consistently negative.Normal
and metaplastic cervical epithelia were always negative to
CEA detection. The presence of this antigen in part of the
cervical condylomata is an evidence of abnormal cell dif-
ferentiation related to HPV infection. However the negati-
vity in the vagina and the vulva adds to the evidence that
CEA expression and the malignant deviation of the cervical
epithelium require additional cocarcinogenic factors.Ante-
cedent infections,preferentially located in the transitio-
nal.zone may cooperate with HPY in inducing the intracel-
lular changes responsible for the abnormal cell differen-
tiation. A relatively high rate of plasmatic IgA specific
for Chlamydia Trachomatis has - been found in these sub-
Jects.Antecedent Chlamydia Trachomatis infections may play
a role in favouring the integration of the HPV DNA into
host\cell and the final malignant deviation of the latter.
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