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During the history of the Carpathians, this geographic area was inhabited by about
a hundred of different tribes, none of which succeeded in conquering and controlling
for a long time the whole territory. The only exception where the Magiars, or Hungar-
ians, which where able to conquer and reign on the whole region from 895 to the end
of the 20th century.

Under the command of Prince Arpad the Magiars started the occupation of the
Carpathians in 895 and in the year 900 they completed the quest. Large border areas of
about 50-80 km towards the Austrian Alps at the east, along the right shore of the Sava
river and the Danube to the south and towards the Carpathian mountains towards east
and north-east remained fluid in its power structure, but the heartland, called Etelkoz,
was never abandoned. This oriental Hungarian territory was hold until the Mongol
invasions in the 13th century. Maps drawn at that time call it Cumenia Ungarica and its
political organization by the Hungarians followed the conquest by Arpad in the years
895 to 900. After him the kings of the Arpad dynasty completed the colonization of the
whole territory.

Itis of historical evidence that both Avars and Huns, which held the territory for long
times, have blood relationships with the Magiars of today. Contemporary documents re-
port that around 870 a Hungarian speaking people, called «Szekelvek», took residence in
Hungary with a large number of people. Documents attest furthermore that already dur-
ing the Roman occupation of Transylvania (Eastern Hungary) and Pannonia (Western
Hungary) Hungarian speaking tribes where present in the Carpathian area.



After the final conquest of the territory in the years 895-900, Arpad and his people
held for 40 days an open assembly close to the river Tizta near Pusztaster, in order to
formally found the Hungarian State. The assembly established rights and obligations of
the Hungarian people and the Hungarian State had its formal origin.

In 907 the Francs rose an army of 100000 against Hungary in order to subdue or
expel them from the carpathian territory, but Arpad with ad army of only 40000 suc-
ceeded in repelling their attacks.

Arpad and his successors after this protected and defended successfully the huna-
gars against their enemies. The grand-grandchild of Arpad, Geza, and his son Stephan,
started a process of alliance with the Pope of Rome and sustained by missionary activ-
ity started a progressive conversion to Christianity.

In the year 1000 Stephan was incoronated as first King of Hungary by the Pope.
Interestingly the Christian descendants of Arpad after 1000 called themselves «Kings
of the House of Arpad», not accounting for the fact that legally they, with the christian
coronation, became kings of their own right. On the other hand Rome continued con-
sidering them as a feudal dependency.

At the start of the «New Hungarian Kingdom» contrasts and rivalry dominated the
royal succession.

Hungarian succession right privileges the oldest son in good health of the dominating
family to inherit the throne. In contrast in western Europe the eldest son was elected son.

This difference has given space for quarries con contrasts in the interpretation
among different pretenders.

Many called for the throne, and in fact several regnants died in unclear circum-
stances in young age. One must remember several outstanding kings, as St. Ladislaus,
who united Croatia to the Hungarian Crown during his reign. Furthermore Coleman,
remembered as a protector of the written word and books, Bela I called «the Blinds,
whose was blinded during St. Stephan’s reign, Bela III the peaceloving, Andrew II un-
der whose reign a bill of rights similar to the english «Magna Charta» was signed in
1229, just 7 years after the English document), Bela IV under whose reign th Hungar-
ian suffered one of the worst disaster of their history, the Mongolian invasion by the
Tatars, which raided, killed and burned everything on their path. This later king was so
called the Second Founder of Hungary.

The House of Arpad came to and end in 1301 and the exact reasons are still under
scholarly scrutiny; a new dynasty with a connection to the Arpads on the female side
established itself and for about 200 years kings of mixed dynasties d on the Hungarian
throne: Czech, Bavarian, Angioine and Habsburg.

Most where illuminated reigners and the prosperity of Hungary rose as in the West-
ern European States.
~ With the passing of the Crown to the polish king Vladislaw Jagellone in 1440 the
destiny of Hungary worsened. This notwithstanding Governor Jano Hunyadi, close to
the youg and not expert king, succeeded in battling the ever expanding Turks.
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