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ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF HAPLOGROUP [-M253

Haplogroup I1* together with its relative sub-clades 12a* and 12b* is the native Eu-
ropean haplogroup, its frequencies outside Europe are extremely small.

Haplogroup I1 is the most common I subclade in northern Europe. It is found
mostly in Scandinavia and Finland, where it typically represent over 35% of the male
Y-chromosomes. Associated with the Norse ethnicity, I1 is found in all places invaded
by ancient Germanic tribes and the Vikings. Other parts of Europe speaking Germanic
languages come next in frequency. Germany, Austria, the Low Countries, England and
the Scottish Lowlands all have between 10% and 20% of I1 lineages.

Haplogroup I is the oldest major haplogroup in Europe and in all probability the
only one that originated there (apart from very minor haplogroups like C6 and deep
subclades of other haplogroups). It is thought to have arrived from the Middle East as
haplogroup IJ sometime between 40,000 and 30,000 years ago, and developed into hap-
logroup I approximately 25,000 years ago. In other words, Cro-Magnons most probably
belonged to IJ and I (alongside older haplogroups like F and C6).
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